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PA MAKES TOP 10

Good Housekeeping published
an article in its October 2003
issue entitled “The 5 Safest
States”. This article listed 5
states, California, New Jersey,
Tennessee, New York, and
Florida as the safest states for
children. Pennsylvania was
recognized as a runner up
based on work that was done
to pass the Pennsylvania
booster seat legislation.

The selection process
consisted of analyzing data
compiled by the National SAFE
KIDS Campaign, the Insurance
Institute for Highway Safety,
the National Conference of
State Legislators, the National
Association of State Boating
Law Administrators, and the
National Program for
Playground Safety.

Source: Good Housekeeping

PENNSYLVANIA SAFE KIDS

STATE WIDE MEETING

February 26, 2004

Capital Area Intermediate Unit

9:30AM - 3:00PM
Details and directions posted at

www.pasafekids.org

FALL/WINTER 2003
LUNCH WITH THE FIRST LADY OF PENNSYLVANIA

The First Lady, Judge Marjorie 0. Rendell hosted
the Pennsylvania SAFE KIDS annual luncheon at
the Governor's Residence on September 15. Sixty
local chapter/coalition coordinators, members of
the Advisory Council and statewide partners
attended.

The First Lady addressed attendees and stressed
the importance of protecting young Pennsylvanians
from injuries. Lieutenant Governor, Catherine
Baker Knoll, Honorary Chair of Pennsylvania SAFE
KIDS also spoke at the luncheon. Lt. Governor
Knoll pledged to be an active participant in injury
prevention. Also attending were Secretary of
Health, Dr. Calvin Johnson and Representative
Keith McCall, Minority Chair of the House
Transportation Committee.

From Left:
Paul VanMaanen (Luzeme Co.), Anne Franchak (SAFE KIDS), First Lady
Marjorie 0. Rendell, Sara Gothie (Bedford Co.), Lynn Cromiey (CSC)

Awards were presented to two coalitions and one chapter for outstanding efforts on behalf of children’s
safety throughout this year. Luzerne County SAFE KIDS was recognized as the “Outstanding Coalition.”
Luzerne County SAFE KIDS is active in providing services to the Hispanic Community. In addition, they
hosted a bike event in which 300 helmets were distributed in one day. Bedford County SAFE KIDS
Chapter was recognized for “Outstanding Community Outreach”. The chapter conducted a car seat
check, a farm safety day, a bicycle safety program and a sports safety workshop for youth coaches in
the county. Allegheny County SAFE KIDS Coalition received the “Special Effort Award”. The coalition
has been reorganized and has attracted many new members. In addition, the coalition conducts
monthly child safety seat checks. For the past three years they have participated in “Walk Your Child to
School Day”, a national pedestrian safety program.

The “Champion of SAFE KIDS Award” was presented to Senator Robert C. Mellow. Senator Mellow was
recognized for his work in assuring the passage of the Booster Seat Law.

NATIONAL SAFE KIDS LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

Pennsylvania SAFE KIDS attended the 15th Annual Leadership Conference in Washington D.C. October
25-29, 2003. Anne Franchak and Dauphin County SAFE KIDS Coordinator, Susan Rzucidlo presented a
workshop session at the conference. The subject of their presentation was “Working A Successful Booster
Seat Legislation Campaign”. The “Boost PA KIDS” Campaign and the success it had in Pennsylvania was
shared.

Anne was also invited to attend the SAFE KIDS Worldwide meeting which was held prior to the Leadership
Conference. SAFE KIDS Worldwide is the only international organization devoted exclusively to prevention
of unintentional injury to children. SAFE KIDS Worldwide launched in October 2002 and is currently 16
members strong, including Australia, Austria, Brazil, Canada, China, Germany, Israel, Japan, Korea, New
Zealand, Philippines, South Africa, United Arab Emirates, United States, Uganda and Vietnam.
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BICYCLE MINI-GRANT PROJECTS UNDERWAY
mini-grant project is to increase
bicycle safety and reduce Allentown Health Bureau

and bicyclist, age and inexperience of
the rider, lacking an understanding of
the rules of the road for bicyclists, and

bicycle-related injuries. The primary
target audience is children and

sharing-the-road ability of adult drivers.

Armstrong County SAFE KIDS Coalition
Bethlehem Area School District

youths aged 5-18 with a secondary Minimum Mini-Grant Requirements Beth m Health Bureau
focus on adults. ® Conduct at least one bicycle derby

: during the month of May, 2004, Bigler YMCA
During 2000, 16 bicyclists died and )
another 2,342 were injured in ® |mplement an educ:fatmnal component Borough of Dunmore Police Department
bicycle crashes. Children ages 5 to SN She pinii of Mary; 2004 Borough of Greenville/ West Salem Police Department
14 represented approximately half ® Demonstrate involvement of youth in Borough of Nazareth/ Bicycle Pedestrian Committee
of those deaths and injuries. Adults eormgénr%ucauona! services to . oyl
age 15 to 44 accounted for over 40 ) Bridgewater
percent of total deaths and injuries L ?‘Oxggftz%gﬁwhﬁ observation survey Brighton Township Police Department

! B

from bicycles. Butler County SAFE KIDS

® Conduct a repeat survey during the
last week in May, 2004,

Source: 2000 Pennsylvania Crash Facts
and Statistics

The factors that increase the risk of
bicycle injuries include lack of hel-
met use, poor visibility of the bicycle

Carbon County SAFE KIDS Chapter
Child & Adolescent Health and Wellness Council
Children’s Hospital of Pitisburgh
IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITIES (= OIS I e |
Community Health Improvement, WellSpan Health
Cook Forest State Park
Dream Ride Projects
Dunbar Borough Council
Erie Area SAFE KIDS Coalition
Families and Communities Together |
Franklin County SAFE KIDS Chapter
Fuiton County SAFE KIDS
Honesdale Police Department
Hopewell Police Department
Indiana County Bike Fest Committee

The Dauphin County Child Safety Seat
Inspection Station celebrated its one year
anniversary in September. Throughout this 6safeg'

past year, 1,484 child safety seats have been RN

inspected. In addition to the number of seats L m
checked, 920 seats have been distributed to $) (ad
children riding at risk. On average, 30 child m

seats are checked each week. The inspection i
station operates on Tuesdays and Thursdays, !. 5
8 hours each week, at Saturn of Harrisburg. f
Approximately 17 technicians from various on
organizations assist with this operation. These
individuals do an outstanding job to ensure

Schedule an appointment call:

pa':gnlts and children are riding safely in 1-800-531-SAFE Lancaster Highway Safety Council

vonoe Lower Paxton Police Department

PAINFUL PLAYGROUNDS Luzerne County SAFE KIDS Coalition |
Mount Carmel Area School District

Each year in the United States, emergency departments treat more than 200,000 North Light Community Center '

children ages 14 and younger for playground-related injuries. Approximately 45%
of playground-related injuries are severe-fractures, internal injuries, concussions,
dislocations, and amputations. Strangulation, typically occurring when children’s
clothing becomes tangled or when kids become trapped in equipment, is a
serious playground risk. Strangulation accounts for nearly 58% of all playground
related deaths. Approximately 75% of nonfatal injuries related to playground
equipment occur on public playgrounds. —_ - - - ——————— E—

Making A Safe Place to Play

Philadelphia Health Management Corporation—Street Smarts Project
St. Mary's Area School District
Washington County SAFE KIDS Coalition

The safest playgrounds are well maintained and have ample soft surfacing. Recommended surface materials include hardwood fiber, mulch chips, pea
gravel, fine sand and shredded rubber. Surfacing should be kept at least 12 inches deep and should extend a minimum of six feet in all directions around
stationary equipment. Avoid playgrounds with asphait, concrete, grass and soil surfaces under the equipment.

A playground is a place where children use their imagination. However, even on safe playgrounds children get hurt because they may not make safe
decisions. We can do our part by educating children about safe play, making sure that children are supervised at all times and that they play on age-
appropriate equipment.

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the National SAFE KIDS Campaign










