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According to Safe Kids Worldwide, drowning is the #2

cause of childhood injuries nationwide for children

0 - 14 years old. Many of these injuries occur in home SAF{ MIS
pools and spas. The theme for Safe Kids Week 2006 is ———— For Safe Kids uéﬁ
“Safe Pools for Safe Kids” to address this issue. This

campaign will focus on ways parents can prevent their children from being injured in pools and spas.
The educational components that make up this campaign focus on (1) active supervision, (2)
entrapment prevention, and (3) safer pool environments. Active adult supervision is the act of constant
surveillance of a child while he/she plays or performs activities, without being distracted. Active super-
vision can also minimize dangerous behaviors that may lead to injury. If an emergency situation does
occur, an adult can immediately assist the child that is in need of help. Entrapment can be extremely
dangerous in pools and spas, especially for children. Floor drains with small holes can entrap a child’s
finger and can lead to drowning. Hair entanglement can also be a hazard around drains and skimmers.
These hazards can prevent a child from surfacing for air and may be fatal. Therefore, it is imperative
that we address pool environments as the third component of the campaign. An easily accessible pool
and spa area can be a dangerous play area for children. A good barrier prevents children from getting
over, under, and through and keeps a child from gaining access to the pool or spa. It is recommended
that barriers be a minimum of 48 inches high (above grade) with no more than 4 inches of clearance at
the bottom of the barrier. Gates should be self-closing and self-latching with the latching device out of
the reach of children. Gates should open outward, away from the pool or spa. Additional layers of
protection can help to assure safety when the pool or spa is not being used. Pool alarms work in many
different ways. The most common alarms sound when surface waves are sensed or a subsurface

disturbance occurs. Wrist band alarms are worn by children and are activated when there is contact
with water. Contact your local pool/spa supplier for more information regarding pool/spa alarms.

These are only a few of the many hazards and prevention methods associated with pool and spas.
To learn more information or to work with your local Safe Kids Chapter or Coalition to address this injury
risk area, contact 1-800-683-5100 regarding this campaign.
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